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ticipants/riders who raise 

at least $500 will qualify 

for a Bob Timberlake 

signed limited-edition 

unframed print.  All riders 

who raise $1,000 or more 

will qualify for a framed 

print. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

From Bruce Joyner : 

 

This September 11th and 

12th, we invite you to join 

us for the 2009 Mark   

Watson Memorial Wilson 

Jaycee CF Bike Tour, 

which will be held in 

beautiful rural Wilson and 

Nash Counties in North 

Carolina. 

 

Rides:  

Same as last year, we will 

have a Half Metric Cen-

tury @ 35 miles, a Metric 

Century @ 65 miles or 

you ride both rides for a 

true 100 mile ride. It will 

be up to you how much 

you want to ride (There 

will be clearly marked 

routes and maps to follow.  

Different for this year---all 

riders will start together 

on the 65-mile route. 

 

Both rides start (at 7 AM) 

and finish at Bruce and 

Tricia Joynerõs home lo-

cated at 5809 NC  Hwy 58 

N, Elm City, NC 27822. 

 

Fund Raising:  

Our goal is to raise at least 

$150.00 per rider, and we 

are counting on you to 

help us reach it!   All par-
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Doctors told Mary and Thomas Brown before their 

daughter Graci was born six years ago that she 

would need more attention than the average baby. 

Graci was born with a cleft lip and palate meaning 

the tissue didn't form properly during fetal develop-

ment. 

Also, only one ear had fully formed. On the right 

side of her face she only had an ear lobe. The medi-

cal term is microtia. And the right side of her face 

was underdeveloped in the womb. 

While doctors say this kind of birth defect is com-

mon (one in 700 to 1,000 according to Kids Health 

Web site), most parents have not encountered it. 

"I started doing research to find out all I could," 

Mary Brown said. "Everything I saw said doctors 

don't begin working on children with microtia until 

they are about 6 years old." 

So the Browns started on the surgeries Graci's age 

would allow. 

When Graci was only 4 months old her lip was re-

paired. At 14 months, doctors at UNC Hospital re-

paired her palate. 

Up until that point Mary Brown could only give Graci 

formula and had to use a special bottle to feed her.  

"She could not suck a bottle like other babies," she 

said. "We had special bottles where we would squirt 

the milk in her mouth." 

And once Graci turned 6, the Browns started the 

process of getting her an ear, deciding to take Graci 

to a doctor on the West Coast. 

Dr. Burt Brent, plastic surgeon in California, has 

built his career and become internationally known 

for creating living ears for children who are born 

with deformed ears or without ears. 

Brent is not only a plastic surgeon, he is a sculptor 

and combines his love for art with the work he does 

repairing ears for children, and some adults.  

"With my art and love of children, it was a natural," 

Brent said in the publication The Almanac. "This is 

toys for Christmas. Graci just wanted two ears." 

As a result, the Browns are trying to raise the 

$100,000 it takes to pay for the surgery. 

But no matter what it has cost, Mary and Thomas 

Brown said having the surgery is a dream come 

true. 

 

"I have waited her whole life for this," Mary Brown 

said. "We just have to pray and work hard to get the 

money for the surgery. God will make a way. He 

already has. I'm just waiting to see it." 

 

 

the only thing we do in plastic surgery that is truly 

sculpture." 

He has done this kind of surgery more than 1,800 

times in his career and performs the operation six to 

eight times a week.  

"The operation is like a miracle to us," Thomas 

Brown said.  

Brent created an ear for Graci from her own body. 

Since an ear is made from cartilage, Brent took 

cartilage from Graci's ribs to form the ear.  

Brent told Graci's parents that it only took two hours 

to carve the ear. 

"What is so remarkable is that because it is from her 

own living tissue, it grows with her," Thomas Brown 

said. "We don't have to go back and do this surgery 

again because it grows as she grows." 

Although the Browns had to stay in California for two 

weeks, Graci was able to leave the hospital the day 

after her surgery. 

Mary Brown said Graci complained more about the 

pain in her chest from removing the cartilage from 

her ribs than from the new ear.  

 

There are two more surgeries Graci will have to go 

through during the next year. 

In October Brent will attach the ear lobe Graci was 

born with to the new ear he sculpted. In February, 

Brent will take a graft of skin from another part of 

her body to put behind her ear to lift the ear off of 

her head. 

"She won't be able to hear out of that ear," Mary 

Brown said. "When she is a teenager she can make 

the decision to have the operation where Dr. Brent 

will make a canal so she can hear out of it." 

Mary Brown said the costs have been very expen-

sive. 

"Our insurance didn't cover it because they said it 

isn't a necessary surgery," she said. "But this sur-

gery is necessary. Every child needs two ears. She 

has always wanted two ears. Some children want 
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want to attend the Friday night     

dinner.  

 

We also need someone to get 10 

cases of beer donated for Friday 

night.  Thanks!  

Food and Drink!!  

A casual pizza and spaghetti dinner 

will be held on Friday night at Bruce 

and Tricia Joynerõs home located at 

5809 NC 58 Hwy N, Elm City, NC.  

This dinner will start at 6:30pm.  

Bruceõs numbers are 252-243-6193--

-252-266-8000---252-266-9000  This 

is always a fun event! 

 

Starting at around 1-2pm on Satur-

day the 12th we will serve burgers 

and dogs to all riders as they finish 

their rides. 

 

Safety:  

All riders will be required to wear 

bicycle helmets and will, of course, 

be required to obey all local and 

state traffic laws. Please let me know 

if you plan to participate. 

 

We Look Forward To Seeing YOU on 

September 11th and 12th!!! 

 

W. Bruce Joyner 

_________________________________ 

See Ginger if you can volunteer on 

Saturday Sept. 12th and/or you 
  

http://www.wilsondaily.com/ViewImage/1470065


As part of Anheuser-Busch's under-

age-drinking prevention efforts, 

they've developed the following ini-

tiative: 

Family Talk About Drinking  ð     

Recognizing that parents have the 

greatest influence on their children's 

decisions about drinking, Family 

Talk encourages open, honest com-

munication between parents and 

children. Developed by an advisory 

panel of education, family counsel-

ing, child psychology and alcohol 

treatment professionals, the Family 

Talk parent guide is available in 

English, Spanish, Chinese, Korean 

and Vietnamese. More than 6.9 mil-

lion copies have been distributed 

free to parents and educators by 

Anheuser-Busch and its nationwide 

network of distributors. Videos are 

available in Spanish and English. For 

more information, visit 

www.familytalkonline.com. 

Upcoming Events 

National Partner Programs—Family Talk 

I have been a Jaycee member for 

over a year now. I joined with Erika 

to meet new people and become 

more involved in the community. I 

grew up in Wilson, graduated from 

Fike HS. Like a lot of kids around 

here, I worked on my grandparentsõ 

farm for several years when I was 

younger putting in tobacco, etc. Af-

terwards, I went to work at Donõs 

Bicycle shop during HS. I graduated 

from North Carolina State University 

and started working at Bridgestone / 

Firestone, where Iõm working cur-

rently in Process Engineering. 

 

I am a diehard NC State alumni, fan, 

and supporter. I enjoyed attending 

all of the football games in the fall 

and tailgating with family and 

friends. I am just a huge sports fan in 

general. I enjoy pulling for, and at-

tending when I can, the Red Sox, 

Cowboys, Panthers, Carolina Hurri-

canes, and for sure the Wilson Tobs. 

 

I have a 10 year old son, Nicholas 

that keeps me busy. I have coached 

his WCYAA soccer teams the past 

few seasons, which is quite exciting. 

I am active in Winsted UMC. I enjoy 

spending time at the many great NC 

November 21-Christm as Parade 11am August  

August  12 ð Downtown Alive 530 to 830pm 

 

August 13ñMembership Meeting at the 

Dog House, 6pm  Meeting, Karaoke   Social 

afterwards 

August 26 ð Downtown Alive 530 to 830pm 

 

August 27ñBeer Tasting at Toreros     

Mexican Grill 7 to 9pm 

2009 

September 10 ñMembership Meeting at 

the Dog House, 6pm  Meeting, Karaoke   

Social afterwards 

September 12 ð The Wilson Jaycee Mark 

Watson Memorial Bike Ride 

 

October 1 ð15ñState Fair Ticket Sales at 

the Wilson Mall 
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Member Spotlight— Steve Stillman 
beaches, spending time with friends 

grilling out, and volunteering in as 

many of the Jaycee function as possi-

ble. It is a very good organization 

and I enjoy spending my time help-

ing. I encourage more people to join 

and see what the Jaycees are about. 

http://www.familytalkonline.com


The Jaycees Creed: 
 
We Believe:  

That faith in God gives meaning and purpose to human life.  

That the brotherhood of man transcends the sovereignty of 

nations.  

That economic justice can best be won by free men through 

free enterprise. 

That government should be of laws rather than of men.  

That earth's great treasure lies in human personality. 

And that service to humanity is the best work of life! 

The Vision of the North Carolina Junior Chamber :  
is to be the premier organization providing opportunities for 

21-40 year olds to participate in activities encouraging      

professional and personal growth resulting in effective    

leadership that contributes to the local, national and global 

community. 

P.O. Box 2584 

Wilson, NC 27894 

 

President  

Ginger Huff - president@wilson-jaycees.org 

VP of Management  

Dawn Daughtridge  -  vp_management@wilson-

jaycees.org 

VP of Community /Individual  

Erika Rohrer - vp_community@wilson-jaycees.org 

VP of Membership  

Kate Powell - vp_membership@wilson-jaycees.org 

Treasurer  

Allyson Moye - Treasurer@wilson-jaycees.org 

Augus t  2009 

Wilson Jaycees  

www.wilson-jaycees.org 

Wilson Jaycees 

PO. Box 2584 

Wilson, NC 27894 

 


